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PRINCIPAL'S NOTE 

EQUIPPING OUR STUDENTS FOR WHAT 
TOMORROW BRINGS 
 

I would like to share with you a recent quote from the 
Australian Government Department of Education, Skills 
and Employment: 
 

“Every child deserves a quality education and we 
want teachers to have the support they need to lift 
outcomes for our students and help them feel ready 
for whatever the future holds.” 
 

Our students live in a world that’s changing at lightning 
speed and the nature of schooling can/has changed at a 
moment’s notice as evidenced recently when students’ 
emails were compromised. 
 

We have endeavoured to deliver effective learning in an 
uncertain time to prepare our students for this changing 
world. To date our students have risen to many 
challenges and those who have met road-blocks have 
been supported. 
 

Where are we now? 

• Our students have recently undertaken AST 
preparation. 

• They are completing their assessments with 
some extensions as negotiated with their 
teachers across most subject areas. 

• They are selecting their classes for the final 
session for this year. 

• They finish formal classes next Tuesday to start 
their tests on Wednesday. For the year 11 
students it is their first formal end of session 
testing period this year due to COVID restrictions 
which started just before the first Testing Week. 

• Parent Teacher afternoons have changed format 
and parents/carers have been encouraged to 
contact the college to connect with teachers. 

• Since the return to face to face teaching in May, 
our students have continued to face the 
challenges this year has thrown up and to engage 
in their learning. So many of our students love the  

 

 

classes they have chosen and really enjoy the 
learning environment across all subject areas. 
 

We know that most jobs require strong digital literacy and 
soft skills like collaboration, adaptability and creative 
problem solving. In recent times our students and indeed 
staff’s digital literacy have necessarily improved and 
difficult as it has been to manage this new normal, our 
students have become more collaborative, more 
adaptable and embraced problem solving. These skills 
will equip them for success post college. 
 

I would like to acknowledge parents’ and carers’ support 
for their children and for the college throughout these 
challenging times. 
 

2020 SATISFACTION SURVEY 
 

This is a reminder that the 2020 Satisfaction Survey is 
now available for you to access. We rely on your feedback 
and do effect changes based on this. 
 

Thank you to everyone who has completed the survey.  
And to anyone who has not yet accessed this survey, 
please do complete it as soon as possible. Instructions 
are available in this newsletter. 
 

END OF SESSION REMINDER 
 

At the recent year 12 assembly, I reminded year 12 
students to be well prepared for the upcoming test week 
and AST. They, and of course year 11 students too, need 
to revise and plan how to review each subject, focus in 
class on test revision, attend Study Hub if possible and 
above all own their learning. Students can continue to 
make a difference in their results every session. 
 

TEST WEEK 
 

This session, which is a semester length, is drawing to a 
close with the crossline tests to start on Wednesday, 26 
August and conclude on Thursday, September 3.  A 
tutorial program will operate for all classes when tests are 
not being held during that time. The tutorials will provide 
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students with the opportunity to develop further 
understandings of concepts and prepare for their tests.  
If any student is unwell on a day when a test is scheduled 
I advise them not to attend the test. Please contact the 
school and advise us prior to the test being held. This 
absence will need to be explained with a medical 
certificate.  
 

AST SEPTEMBER 1 & 2  
 

Year 12 students intending to gain a Tertiary Entrance 
Statement necessary for university entrance MUST sit for 
the AST. These tests will be held on Tuesday 1 and 
Wednesday 2 September. Student performance in the 
AST does make a significant contribution to the 
calculation of course scores and the Australian Tertiary 
Admissions Rank (ATAR). All our students have been 
well prepared in terms of what to expect with the papers 
and we expect each student to do as well as they can on 
the tests. 
 

FEEDBACK MORNING 
 

Feedback Morning on Monday 14 September is for all 
classes. The college promotes a strong focus on 
feedback. When students collect marked tests and 
assignments, they do need to ask questions in order to 
learn from and act on this feedback to continue to improve 
their learning outcomes. Also, students collect their 
classes for the final session of the year. All students are 
required to attend classes for that day. Reports will be 
handed out on Wednesday, 16 September. 
 

STUDENT SUCCESSES 
 

Congratulations to: 

• The 10 French Bac students for their excellent 
final results including 3 students attaining an 
ATAR over 99: Adele L-F who attained 99.8, 
Emmanuelle R 99.35 and Eliya H-Q 99.25. 

• The talented music students who have performed 
four wonderful lunchtime concerts showcasing 
our students’ talent in: Electronic Music, 
Contemporary Music, Classical Music and Jazz 
over the last 3 weeks. 

• The Student Governance Group and Interact 
Group’s successful fundraiser to raise awareness 
about Domestic Violence. 

• Tommy L who was nominated and won: 
Interactor of the Year. 

• Puthearath A for receiving the Monash University 
Excellence as an Additional Language Award. 

• Thank you too to all students and Mary Weddell, 
Laura Venables, Pema Yangki and other staff 
who have engaged in creating COVID safe 
masks. 
 

Staff Farewell  
 

Farewell to Floriane Michel who has been the Executive 
Teacher for the French Bac over the last 2 years. We 
have valued her leadership in supporting her students’ 
wellbeing and her focus on strengthening the connections 
between the French Bac students and students 

undertaking the IB and studies under the Board of Senior 
Secondary Studies. 
 
We wish her well at her next posting. 
 
Regards 
Kerrie Grundy 
Principal 

2020 School Satisfaction & 
Climate Survey 

 
Each year, the Directorate surveys all parents, 
school staff and students in Years 4 to 12 about their 
satisfaction with public education.  The 2020 School 
Satisfaction & Climate Survey will be available online 
from 10 to 31 August. 
 

The survey results will help us to continue to make 
quality informed decisions about how to improve our 
school.  No personal identifying information will be 
provided to any school or college. 
 

For each student in their family who attends an ACT 
public school, parents should have received: 
 

• An information email similar to this article. 
 

• An email about the parent survey, including 
a unique link to access the survey; parents 
who do not receive the email may contact: 
EDUSurveys@act.gov.au to request a 
survey invitation. 

 

A shortened paper-version of the parent survey is 
also available in the following 12 languages: Arabic, 
Burmese, Chinese, Dari, Dinka, Farsi, Hindi, Karen, 
Korean, Mon, Urdu and Vietnamese; email 
EDUSurveys@act.gov.au to request a copy. 
 

Over 80 parents and carers have already completed 
the 2020 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey but, 
for the results to reflect the opinions of our whole 
school community, we need as many of you as 
possible to complete the survey before 31 August.  
 
If you cannot locate the unique survey link sent to 
you on Monday, 10 August (your child’s name and 
school will be in the first line of the email) or did not 
receive one, please use this link to take the survey: 
https://tinyurl.com/y6y8owmj . You will need to 
have your child’s Student ID handy.  To complete the 
survey for a second child, simply click on the link 
again. 

Thanks to all our families who have completed the 
survey; your feedback is appreciated. 

 

For more information, visit:  
 

https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-
life/school-satisfaction-and-climate-survey 
 

mailto:EDUSurveys@act.gov.au
mailto:EDUSurveys@act.gov.au
https://tinyurl.com/y6y8owmj
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-and-climate-survey
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-and-climate-survey
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INTERNATIONAL 
BACCALAUREATE NEWS 

 
YEAR 12 IB 
 
External / Internal Assessment Requirements 
 
All Literature A, TOK and EE essays have been submitted 
– well done! Internal assessment tasks will also be 
finalised by all candidates over the next few weeks. 
Students MUST submit their work through TURNITIN to 
check they have correctly referenced their work. If 
students are having difficulties, please see me. I cannot 
delay sending work to the IB examiners so all students 
must have their work ready by the due dates. CAS hours 
and journals should be completed by October 23rd. 
 
Trial Exams 
 
IB trial exams will be held at the college from September 
7th - 10th with an IB invigilator. An IB trial timetable and all 
details will be posted on the IB classroom page in the next 
few weeks. These trials are invaluable practice for the 
final IB exams in October – November 2020. 
 
YEAR 11 IB 
 
All students should have made contact with their 
Extended Essay supervisors and started on their 
research.  IB students also have a subscription to Kognity 
for Humanities/Maths/ Science and TOK. This is an IB 
online support resource which is very valuable for both 
their ATAR and IB studies. 

 
Christine Ward 
International Baccalaureate & CAS Coordinator 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

FRENCH BACCALAURÉAT 
NEWS 

 
Start of “Année de Terminale” for our Year 11 

 

July marked the beginning of the final academic year for 
our Year 11 students. In the coming months they will sit a 
number of exams before graduating with their French 
baccalauréat in July 2021. This year there are new 
curricula and students will undertake more continuous 
assessment, as well as a final oral examination. We wish 
them well. 
 

Like you, we are looking forward to the arrival of our new 
teachers arriving from France. Covid-19 has caused 
some disruptions to their travel plans, but we are 
expecting two of them to arrive in the country this week. 
In the meantime, the teachers are providing work and 
videos for the students to minimise the impact. 
 

New Textbooks for Year 11 Students 

 

 
 
Great news! Each student will be able to borrow new 
French textbooks from the library covering the new 
curricula and the different units they have chosen. 
 

Thanks to everyone at Narrabundah college who made it 
possible, from now on students don’t need to buy them. It 
is a great achievement. 
 

Merci et Bon Voyage! 
 

Finally, in July we said goodbye to a number of teachers 
and students returning to France. We would especially 
like to thank Floriane Michel for her hard work and 
enthusiasm as the French Bac Coordinator. 
 

Aurelie Le Nevez 

French Baccalauréat Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 

International Baccalaureate Contact 
 

Christine Ward 6142-3212 

christine.ward@ed.act.edu.au 

INTERNET BANKING – DIRECT PAYMENT 

There is a ‘Payment’ option on the school 
website (www.narrabundahc.act.edu.au) 

Westpac QuickWeb. 

Go to:  the Payment tab on the home page. 
Please identify your payment by including 

the student’s name. 

mailto:christine.ward@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.narrabundahc.act.edu.au/
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STUDENT SERVICES NEWS 
 
UNIVERSITY AND CIT ADMISSIONS FOR YEAR 12 
FOR 2021  
 
University admissions in all states are now open for  
Year 12 applications for study in 2021. As all states have 
separate application centres, students will need to apply 
to the University Admissions Centre (UAC) for all NSW 
and ACT universities and then a separate application 
through each state they want to be considered for. All 
Year 12 students sitting AST should have picked up their 
free UAC guide from the library – this outlines all 
university courses in NSW and the ACT. Students can 
also access information regarding University applications 
in the Careers 2020 google classroom (code: 2vov2he). 
For states other than ACT and NSW, some university 
guides are available for use at school from the Student 
Advisers. All the information provided in these guides is 
available on the web, both at the admission centre sites 
and also at each individual university site. 
 
Year 12 students are reminded that applications need to 
be lodged by 30 September 2020 or a late fee will be 
charged. Preferences can be added/deleted/changed 
after this date, most notably when students receive their 
ATAR. 
 
Most institutions that participate in the Universities 
Admissions Centre (UAC) have an Educational Access 
Scheme (EAS) for applicants who have experienced long 
term educational disadvantage. There is also a School 
Recommendation Scheme. This scheme allows the 
college to recommend students for tertiary study who 
have demonstrated they are capable of succeeding at the 
tertiary level, but for a variety of reasons may not quite 
meet the cut off. Not all universities and not all 
courses. 
 
Please note the closing date for SRS is  
20 September. 
 
CIT (TAFE in other states) offers a range of courses that 
have direct employment opportunities and many of their 
courses also provide a pathway to University for students 
that did not choose to get an ATAR during College. There 
are many benefits of this method of University entry. 
More information can be obtained from Advisers and the 
Transition and Career officer. 
 
For Session 3, many Year 12s will have the option of 
concentrating on just 4 lines, provided they have sufficient 
points and enough majors and minors. If this is the case, 
parents are asked to sign off on a note completed by the 
relevant Student Adviser. If there are any questions 
regarding this, please contact the Student Advisers. This 
is a key time for Year 12 students to review their packages 
and ensure they are meeting all the requirements of both 
the ACT Senior Secondary Certificate and, if relevant, an 
ATAR. 
 

Overall, this is a very busy time for students, especially 
Year 12. AST training has finished and we hope all 
students feel well prepared and will do their best in the 
tests on Tuesday, 1 September and Wednesday, 2 
September. Both the Multiple Choice and the Short 
Response papers are scheduled for the Tuesday and the 
Writing Task is on Wednesday. If student are ill on either 
of the AST days, they must contact the college early 
on the day so they can be given the correct 
procedures to ensure they don’t jeopardise their 
ATAR (a medical certificate must be obtained). 
 

ABSENCES 
 
Students are reminded to closely monitor unexplained 
absences. The BSSS has strict requirements for class 
attendance. Absences that remain unexplained may 
result in a void in that subject. In this long session, any 
more than six unexplained absences will result in an 
automatic V grade. Please ensure absence notes 
include an acceptable reason and check dates are 
correct. Some notes recently, have not been able to be 
processed due to a lack of information. 
 
Parents replying to absences using the SMS 
notification is strongly encouraged in order to 
become a greater environmentally friendly school. 
Please ensure the mobile number 0476 857 262 is not 
blocked so you receive these messages and respond 
within 15 hrs to enable the automatic updating of 
records. 
 
If absences are foreseeable, prior notice should be given 
to the school. An application will need to be made to the 
principal for any foreseen extended periods of 
unavoidable absence. Please ensure all personal details 
and contacts are up to date. Clear and timely 
communication is a vital aspect of our work in Student 
Services. 
 
Delisia Wiild 
Executive Teacher, Student Services 

 
 
 

 
 
 

FIRST AID NOTICE 

Please Note: 

We DO NOT supply 

ANY medication  

to students. 
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LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Return of session 2 books. All Session 2 books need to 
be returned by the COB on September 3 (the final day of 
the Session 2 exams). Any students with overdue books 
or books no longer needed should return or renew these 
books over the next few days. 
 
Lending for Session 3 will commence on Monday, 
September 14, the first day of session 3. We ask that all 
students return overdue and unneeded books by the end 
of the Session 2 exams. When borrowing books, all 
students need to bring their student ID card that contains 
their picture and library barcode and check that all 
overdue books have been returned. 
 
Congratulations to Tara June Winch who has won the 
2020 Miles Franklin Literary Award for her second novel, 
The Yield. Tara’s heritage includes Wiradjuri ancestry and 
she is the fourth First Nations writer to win the Miles 
Franklin Award in the award’s 63-year history. 
Narrabundah College library also has works by Kim Scott, 
Alexis Wright and Melissa Lukashenko, all Indigenous 
writers and previous Miles Franklin winners, their works 
form part of our Indigenous and Reconciliation collection. 
 
Malcolm Baker 
Teacher Librarian 
 
 

INTERACT NEWS 
 
Interact is the school-based arm of Rotary International. 
Narrabundah College’s Interact Club raises funds that 
support many worthy community-based projects in 
Australia, the South Pacific and Indonesia. Projects 
include the provision of water security in West Timor, 
training of lay teachers in Nusa Tenggara, contributions 
towards ROMAC providing medical treatment for children 
from less wealthy areas in the Asia Pacific region. During 
2020 our Interact club has raised funds to support people 
in need during the summer bushfire crisis and most 
recently in conjunction with the College’s Governance 
Group raised $375, the proceeds of a sausage sizzle, to 
contribute to Domestic Violence Crisis Services. 
 
During the final weeks of term 2 Narrabundah College’s 
Interact Club conducted an election for the 2020-2021 
board and I thank retiring board members for their 
contribution and elected board members for their 
commitment. I would also like to congratulate Tommy on 
winning Interact’s prestigious Interactor of the Year Award 
for 2019-2020.  
 

 
Narrabundah College Interact Board. Back Row Retiring 2019-2020 -  

Front row Elect 2020-2021 

 

 
College Principal, Kerrie Grundy hands our retiring Interact president, 

Tommy, with Interactor of the Year 2019-2020 

 

Student Adviser Contact Details  
and Student Surname Alphabet 

 

   Phone No. 

Julie Bauer 6142-3219 

Student Surnames A - F  

julie.bauer@ed.act.edu.au 

Assunta Corrado-Nitz 6142-3215 

Student Surnames G - L 

assunta.corrado-nitz@ed.act.edu.au 

Birgit Matwijiw 6142-3216 

Student Surnames M - Sm 

birgit.matwijiw@ed.act.edu.au 

Delisia Wiild 

Student Surnames Sn - Z 6142-3220 

delisia.wiild@ed.act.edu.au 

Glenda Nimmo 

Careers/Transition/WEX 6142-3218 

glenda.nimmo@ed.act.edu.au 

Mary Weddell 

Student Support 6142-3200 

Rosanne Biernaux 

School Psychologist 6142-3200 

mailto:julie.bauer@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:assunta.corrado-nitz@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:birgit.matwijiw@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:delisia.wiild@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:glenda.nimmo@ed.act.edu.au
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P&C NEWS 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
We are aware of the impact that the temporary ICT 
shutdown had on students over last weekend, but we 
note the Google system is largely back up and running. 
We received many representations from parents keen to 
ensure that our students were not disadvantaged due to 
the temporary suspension of the system. We appreciate 
the timely communication from Principal Kerrie Grundy on 
this issue.  
 
Our P&C Executive has had a busy month preparing 
fundraising ideas, grant writing and advocacy. 
 
We are progressing our idea to apply for an ACT P&C 
Parent Engagement and Business Acumen Grant, which 
aims to rejuvenate our Canteen and Student Hub area. 
We will keep you informed about how that goes. 
 
Canteen Project: An Opportunity for a Parent with 
hospitality experience 
 
The Narrabundah College canteen is a not-for-profit 
operation run by the P&C that aims to provide a healthy 
food service to the school community. We are the only 
College level P&C in the ACT that runs a canteen. 
 
The canteen and Student Hub provides healthy on-
campus options for food and beverage, and a welcoming 
space for the students to congregate. It holistically 
supports the College community and student well-being. 
The students spend a significant amount of time studying 
in the Student Hub and hanging out with friends; it 
therefore supports the thriving positive culture of our 
College. 
 
As the role of the P&C is to support the students and their 
families, the canteen provides a physical space for this to 
occur. 
 
However, we are concerned about the viability of the 
canteen into the future, given competition with mobile 
food providers and the economic pressures of COVID on 
students. The canteen and the Student Hub space require 
an upgrade and revitalisation. The P&C is looking for 
members of our highly talented school parent community 
with relevant experience in the hospitality, food and 
beverage or design sectors who may be interested in 
leading or advising on the project. 
 
If you are interested in being involved or would like  
to know more about the role, please be in touch  
with our Vice-President, Renae Scott, on 
narrabundahpc@gmail.com 
 
P&C executives have held a series of advocacy 
meetings with representatives and candidates across 
the political spectrum standing in the ACT election.  
 

We are keen to ensure that the current and future needs 
of Narrabundah College are kept on the agenda. We are 
working to ensure that in a COVID environment, funds are 
allocated for the Narrabundah College modernisation 
(rebuild) project in the ACT Budget’s forward years. This 
follows the work the P&C did last year to encourage and 
support the community consultations run by the 
Education Directorate. 
 
So far we have met or are meeting with the following 
members and candidates who represent the local 
electorate of Kurrajong: Minister for Climate Change, 
Justice and Mental Health Shane Rattenbury MLA 
(Greens); ACT Shadow Education Minister MLA 
Elizabeth Lee MLA (Lib); Labor candidate Judy Anderson; 
Liberal candidate Patrick Pentony and Greens candidate 
Rebecca Vassarotti. They had a good understanding of 
what makes Narrabundah College special, its strong 
academic reputation and the needs for more modern 
education and building infrastructure. We were pleased to 
learn that a number of the local politicians have visited the 
campus. 
 
I will attend the next P&C Council meeting on 25 August, 
which will address Covid-19 risk planning, school 
infrastructure, violence in schools and well-being issues. 
Please be in touch via narrabundahpc@gmail.com if you 
would like me to raise any issues with the Council.  
 
A plug for our sparkling new website at 
https://narrabundahpandc.org/ where you can register 
with the P&C and have a chance to get involved with the 
community. 
 
I would like to congratulate volunteer Yan Lan on being 
appointed to the position of P&C Assistant Treasurer. 
Together with our very committed Treasurer Craig 
Boyle, they will be a great team managing our P&C funds 
and securing our financial future. 
 
Next Meeting 
 
Our next P&C meeting will be on Wednesday,  
9 September in the Narrabundah College Teacher 
Staffroom. Attending our meetings is a great way to get 
across the issues that impact on your child’s education 
and to hear direct from the school’s management. 
 
It is a socially distanced meeting, but everyone is 
welcome to join. Please drop us a line if you plan to 
attend, to ensure we have a clear idea of numbers 
narrabundahpc@gmail.com. If for some reason you are 
unable to attend in person, we would be pleased to 
provide alternatives for you such as phone dial in.  
 
Jenny Grant-Curnow 
President, Narrabundah College P&C 
0481 990 243 
Website: https://narrabundahpandc.org/ 

 

 

 

mailto:narrabundahpc@gmail.com
mailto:narrabundahpc@gmail.com
https://narrabundahpandc.org/
mailto:narrabundahpc@gmail.com
https://narrabundahpandc.org/
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VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS 

NEWS 
 
Andy Townsend graduated from Narrabundah High 
School in 1973. It was here he studied visual art, exploring 
the possibility of collage under the enthusiastic tutelage 
of his art teacher, Rodger. 
 
Since then, Townsend has been prolific in his artistic 
output, exhibiting his 2D artwork extensively and creating 
major public art pieces with his wife and creative partner, 
Suzie Bleach. You may recognise some of their work in 
and around Canberra including the La Pérouse statue at 
Red Hill shops and last year’s installation of A Delicate 

Moment at the Hughes shops - a larger than life sculpture 
of a woman cradling on oversized bird. 
This term, Townsend spent time with Visual Art students 
at Narrabundah College in an effort to engage them in 
new techniques and approaches, showing them works in 
progress and demonstrating favoured modes of 
application. Line 4 stated that, “Andy’s workshop was 
informative and in-depth. He showed us relevant 
techniques that we are now integrating in our major 
projects. Access to practicing artists is really valuable- 
especially in COVID times!” 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Samuel Townsend 
Teacher, Ceramics, Arts 
 
 

LIBRARY OPENING HOURS 
 

The opening times are: 

Monday 8.15am – 5.30pm 

Tuesday 8.15am – 4.00pm 

Wednesday 8.15am – 5.30pm 

Thursday 8.15am – 4.00pm 

Friday 8.15am – 4.00pm 

The Library will also open at 8.00am during exam 
periods.  Each day borrowing and returning will be 
available from 8.30am. 

STUDY HUB 
 

On Monday and Wednesday afternoons, the 
Library has extended opening times  

(3.00pm – 5.30pm for Study Hub) 

Staffed by a teacher and qualified peer mentors 
(alumni students) that support students in many 
curriculum areas including English (includes the 
drafting process and preparation and presentation of 
orals), History, TOK, all Sciences and all levels of 
Mathematics.  There is also specialised support for 
some H courses (ANU) and IB. FREE to 
Narrabundah students. 

 

2020 Student/Parent Calendar 
& Student Info Handbook 

can be found on our website,  
 

http://www.narrabundahc.act.edu.au/resources_ 
and_forms/other_resources_and_forms 

 
Click on 2020 Student Calendar 

http://www.narrabundahc.act.edu.au/resources_and_forms/other_resources_and_forms
http://www.narrabundahc.act.edu.au/resources_and_forms/other_resources_and_forms
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HISTPHILENGPOL HAPPENINGS  
 
By the time this newsletter reaches the Narrabundah 
Community, all students studying English, History, 
Politics, Philosophy, Legal and Geography should almost 
have finished the major take home task for the unit – 
either an investigation essay for English/Literature or a 
research essay for the other subject areas. This task is 
due early in Week 16 and is really the pinnacle of the 
whole unit as it draws together the skills and knowledge 
learnt over the past semester. Students are given a lot of 
latitude to set their own topic or approach an idea in their 
own, independent way. Whilst the task concept has 
remained similar across different years, this year the 
faculty has chosen to rearrange the order of assessment. 
In the past, this task was set before the mid-session 
holidays, to be submitted shortly after them. Our concern 
was that students felt the weight of this task hanging over 
them during the holidays and this prevented them from 
really resting their minds. Our concern was verified by the 
student representatives on the board and the Student 
Governance Group. In response to our hunch, and 
feedback from these groups, we restructured the course 
to ensure that students had no work to complete over the 
break. Moreover, once this current task is submitted, the 
assessment will be complete for these units, leaving more 
time for students to focus on subjects for which they have 
exams. We will survey the students in Week 16 to see 
how they feel about these changes and confirm whether 
or not it had a positive impact on their wellbeing. 
 
On another note, COVID19 restrictions have meant that 
there have been fewer school excursions. Nevertheless, 
several Life Stories classes were lucky enough to be 
visited by Canberra author Peter Papathanasiou, author 
of ‘Little One’ – an autobiographical account of Peter 
finding out, at age 24, that he was adopted, and the 
subsequent quest to meet his birth parents and brothers 
in Greece. Peter shared with these classes insights into 
the writing and publishing process and hopefully inspired 
students to assess and write about their own experiences. 
By the time this newsletter goes to press, another 
excursion to the Forrest Synagogue will have occurred. A 
number of students are studying Elie Wiesel’s novel 
‘Night’ – a harrowing account of the author’s holocaust 
experience. Students will be given the chance to gain a 
greater understanding of the cultural context of the novel 
through dialogue with Rabbi Elhanan Miller. 
 
We look forward to broadening many students’ 
educational experiences through involvement in 
upcoming events, (COVID permitting) including the 
Philosothon and the ACT UN Youth Evatt Competition 
(Model UN) – I’ll write up a summary of these great events 
in the next newsletter. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Glen Stretton 
Executive Teacher, Eng/Hist/Pol/Phil/Geo/Legal 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LANGUAGES NEWS 
 
MONASH UNIVERSITY EAL PRIZE 
 
Congratulation to Puthearath A. on receiving the Monash 
Excellence in English as an Additional Language (ESL) 
Prize. He received a certificate of achievement and a 
cheque for $500. 
 
This prestigious award was given to the most outstanding 
International student as determined by their ESL grades 
in 2019. 
 
Ben Law from Monash University planned to visit 
Narrabundah College to present the prize; however, he 
had to change this to a virtual presentation due to current 
circumstances. On 23 July, Ben met the award recipient, 
Puthearath, and other Year 12 International students via 
Google Meet. After the award presentation, Ben talked 
about studying at Monash such as courses, 
accommodation, international student support services, 
pathways and transition to university. 
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Ben said that Narrabundah College is the first school to 
be offered this award in the ACT. We look forward to his 
visit next year. 
 

 
 
Harpreet Kaur & Michiko Barber 
IPS Coordinators 
 
 
 

HUMANITIES AND IT NEWS 
 
All students completed their first assessments in their 
units of study. They are working on their second 
assessment and preparing for their end of session exam. 
 
Business, Economics and Accounting 
 
ORIMA Market and Social Research presentation 
 
Adam Allanson, a partner of ORIMA Research presented 
the role of primary market research to three classes of 
year 11 Business students on July 23rd. Adam 
demonstrated the central limit theorem to students to 
explain the normal distribution and potential errors that 
can occur, such as sampling and bias. Adam discussed 
the different academic backgrounds of Market Research 
practitioners including his most recent hire being an 
astrophysicist. 
 
In addition, based on ORIMA Research findings, he 
demonstrated the effect of COVID-19 on various 
industries in Australia and which industries have 
flourished and have declined since the onset.  
 
Behavioural Sciences 
 
All year 11 and 12 Sociology students had a shared 
lesson to hear from Dr. Virginia Marshall from the Fenner 
School at ANU. Dr. Marshall presented to over three 
classes of students on why Australian black lives matter 
and how Australian institutions struggle to create a 
national culture of equity. Dr. Marshall also kindly donated 
her book, Overturning Aqua Nullis to the Narrabundah 
College library.  

In year 12 Psychology students have been studying the 
Psychology of Wellness; with a focus on understanding 
stress and major depressive disorder. We will also have 
a guest speaker workshop mindfulness technique with 
our students with a connection to both mindfulness as a 
means for coping with stress and a type of therapy: 
mindfulness based cognitive therapy for depression. 
 
Students have had guest speakers from the University of 
Canberra and Australian National University talk about 
pathways to becoming a registered psychologist.  
 
Information Technology 
 
Congratulations to the following year 12 students who 
have received offers from ANU College of Engineering 
and Computer Science into the degree of Bachelor of 
Software Engineering (Honours) and Data Analytics– 

• Raymond I. 

• Justin T. 

• Shaazaan M. 

• Deni L. 

• Tait T. 
 
Congratulations to Saurav V for his success in being 
accepted in the Digital Apprenticeship Program. 
 
Robotics and Mechatronics 
 
Students designed automatic Pet Feeders as their first in 
class assignment in this unit. 
 
They presented a project plan with Fritzing diagrams of 
their Arduino (microcontroller) circuits, housing for the 
structure and code in C. 
 
On completing their project, they shared their finished 
products with their peers in class. 
 

 
Luis E’s Pet Feeder 
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Networking and Cyber Security 
 
Students completed their first assignment for this unit. 
They Encrypted and Decrypted data using the Caesar 
cipher, Vigenere cipher and Vernan cipher encryption 
methods programming in Python language. 
 

 
Tait’s Project Screen 

 
Archana Aggarwal 
School Leader 
SAS, Timetabling Solutions, Humanities & Information 
Technology, Certification and Learning Technologies 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
JAC Canberra offers: 

 

Specialist Mathematics/M.M. 

Chemistry/Physics/Essay Writing 
 

Qualified & Experienced Teachers! 
Venue: Woden, Belconnen, Hackett 

 

0404 036 223 
Email: canberrajac@homemail.com.au 

 

 
 

 
 

 

GENERAL NOTICE FOR 
PARENTS/CARERS 

Parents are welcome to visit the Narrabundah 
College Front Office or call 6142-3200 to make 
enquiries regarding our students.  Please do not 
walk around the college looking to make contact 
with staff. 

mailto:canberrajac@homemail.com.au
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26 Aug-3 Sept Test Week - Excursion Free 

1 September AST Sessions 1 and 2 - Multiple Choice 
and Short Response 

2 September AST Session 3 - Writing Task 

3 September Return library books and Session 2 
textbooks. 

4-10 September Assessment Week 

9 September P&C Meeting 

7-10 September IB Trial Exam - Year 12 

14 September Session 3 Commences 

16 September Session 2 Reports issued 

18 September Appeals close for Session 2 unit scores. 

21 September Work Experience & Voc Placement 
Applications open. 

25 September Last day for class changes 

28 Sept - 9 Oct School Holidays  
(Includes Public Holiday - 5 October) 
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