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PRINCIPAL’S NOTE
LIFE IN LOCKDOWN
Dear Parents and Carers
Thank you to parents, carers and our students for joining the online meet last week with Jenny Budd, Nicole
Burg and me.
A number of you had responded to our P&C President, Jenny Grant-Curnow’s request for feedback for her to
take to a meeting requested by the P&C Council with the Education Directorate last week.
At this meet, I addressed a number of questions raised by our community with our P & C. You raised questions
about what next term will look like and issues about workload and student wellbeing.
I hope to be able to let you know this week what next term will look like. We too are very keen to be able to
sign off on session 2 assessments including testing, to have our year 12s complete AST and then to continue
learning on site perhaps with some online learning continuing.
We have maintained a crucial focus on student wellbeing throughout this lockdown. We continue to provide
student support through their Student Advisers, our Psychologist and our Learning Support Teacher. The
Weekly N Group notices include practical ways to maintain student wellbeing and where to access support.
Our Psychologist, Rosanne Biernaux has been sending out notices and relevant websites to maintain our
focus on supporting our students’ wellbeing.
It is most relevant in week 6 of the current lockdown that I refer to the philosophy of Sir Ken Robinson, a
leading and provocative educator. He was renowned for his image of a 20 th century school being nothing but
a factory line churning out students which he countered by his insightful commentary on pedagogy that
“teaching is an art form.”
In our new reality, we have once again reimagined learning: students and staff have all become more creative
in their thinking in order to be able to connect with their online learning in very different ways and to embrace
the challenges thrown up by online learning.
One challenge we faced was student access to materials for the Arts. A COVID- safe drive by pick- up of
materials last week solved the problem.
Our students are exhibiting a resilience and willingness to give the new ways of learning a go and continue to
succeed in this new reality.
Our Board Chair, Charles Pittar and I maintain crucial contact throughout this lockdown.
Please consider accessing Paul Dillon’s site (see page 13). He has presented at our College several times
and is an expert in supporting young adults’ wellbeing.
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TERM 4 AT NARRABUNDAH
To be advised.

ATAR ESTIMATES
Year 12 students should already have an ATAR estimate and I know all students are aware of the
requirements for further study post college.
For your information ATARS will be released on 20 January 2022 as just advised by the BSSS.

IB EXAMS
Students undertaking the International Baccalaureate will commence their exams on 26 October and conclude
on 10 November. We know our students are well prepared and wish them well in their exams after two intense
years of work.

UN DAY
This event will unfortunately be cancelled.

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
Congratulations to
•

Aleksandar M has been invited as one of two ACT students to the National Summer School to be held
in the January holidays.

•

Lucy G. and Jayden L. performing in The Canberra Red Trio as one of the 10 groups (from over 100
Australia wide) in the finals in the Musica Viva national competition.

•

Alexandra V who won gold at the international Earth & Environmental Science Olympiad.

Regards
Kerrie Grundy
Principal

STUDENT ABSENCE PROCEDURES
If a student is absent from College, an SMS absence notification will be sent to the student’s primary
parent/carer’s mobile contact number. The SMS will be sent in the afternoon of the student’s
absence. Parents/Carers have 15 hours to respond to the SMS message. After this time, or if you
do not receive an SMS, a written response, signed by the student’s parent/carer, is required. The
Student Absence Form can be found under “Resources & Forms” on the college website.
Alternatively, an email can be sent to info@narrabundahc.act.edu.au. Ensure you include the
student’s full name, year, ID number and date/week of absence/s. Notifications made over the
phone cannot be accepted.
If you do not receive an SMS when your child is absent from College, please contact the front office
on 6142-3200 to check that we have all your correct contact details.
We strongly encourage parents to reply to absences using the SMS notification within the 15-hour
time frame.
If a student is absent for any assessment item or exam, or absent for four days or longer, a
doctor’s medical certificate is required.
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Unable to attend Graduation?
If you are unable to attend the Year 12 Graduation on Wednesday, 15 December 2021, you may:
a. Collect your Certificate from the college Reception on:
Thursday, 16 December 2021 – 9.00am - 3.00pm
Friday 17 December 2021 - 9.00am – 12 noon
and from
Monday, 17 January 2022 – 9.00am - 3.00pm
b. Arrange for another person to collect your Certificate for you, but you must give them a signed letter
authorising them to do so.
c. For postage in Australia – Purchase a $7.20 prepaid registered B4 envelope from a post office.
https://auspost.com.au/sending/send-within-australia
d. For postage overseas – Purchase a $27.50 prepaid registered B4 envelope from a post office. (Write
student’s name and address on both sides of prepaid B4 registered envelope. Place envelope in the box in
Delisia Wiild’s office in Student Services. https://auspost.com.au/sending/send-overseas/registered-postinternational.
Please note: You must fill in the Lodgement Slip receipt with student’s own address and details and we will
post on your behalf.
International Private Students (IPS) will have their certificates posted by the International Section in the ACT
Department of Education.
Please note: Certificates are not available before Graduation Night.
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YEAR 12 FORMAL 2021
NOTE: The College is, at this stage, proceeding ahead with Formal ticket sales pending further advice from
the Education Directorate.

The College, in consultation with the Student Governance Group, has made some changes to adhere to
government guidelines.
The College Formal has been rescheduled to Monday, 6 December at the National Arboretum, Forest
Drive, Molonglo Valley.
There will be no arrivals and no parents on site.
However: ❖ Students will be allowed to bring partners (who reside within the Canberra region) from outside the
college.
❖ There will be a DJ for the music as dancing is allowed.
❖ There will be three photobooths, which will be sanitised after each use.
❖ Students will be seated at tables of 10 for dinner from 6:30pm to 8:45pm.
❖ The tables and photobooths will be spread out throughout the venue.
Please be aware with the ongoing pandemic that government advice may change, and further restrictions
may apply.
The ticket will cost $120.00 which includes a three-course meal and soft drink package.
Tickets will be on sale at the College’s front reception from Friday, 22 October until Monday, 22
November.
DROP OFF AND REGISTRATION: Students can be either dropped off or drive themselves to the venue
between 5:15pm and 6:00pm. The ticket must be presented at the Formal during registration for check in.
Students are to go and sit at their table by 6:20pm. The three-course dinner starts from 6:30pm. Students
are to stay seated at their table during meal service.
PICK UP AND VENUE DEPARTURE: Students are to leave the venue by 10:00pm. They can either be picked
up or drive themselves home. Staff will be present until 10:15pm.
Students who leave the building for any reason will not be permitted to re-enter. The National Arboretum
is a non-smoking venue.
Remember, dress is fitting for a formal occasion. In the past, male students who have not hired formal
suits have chosen to wear smart casual shirts and trousers, with or without ties.
Students who attend the Formal will be emailed a link which will allow them to access their photos online.
The Formal is organised by the College with staff attending. Of course, normal college rules apply so
alcohol and other illicit substances are not tolerated and if students breach the rules or arrive at the venue
under the influence of any such substances, they will be sent home.
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Narrabundah College has established an excellent reputation for exemplary behaviour at past Formals.
This has resulted in successful and very enjoyable, memorable evenings for everyone.
***** The College does NOT support any pre or post Formal parties. *****
IMPORTANT: If the Formal is to be cancelled based on advice from the ACT Government, students/carers
will be notified, and refunds will be issued for ticketholders.
Dinu Chellakudam
SGG Coordinator

YEAR 12 FORMAL 2021 - TICKET WINNER
Congratulations to Daniela VP who won the Formal ticket design competition! 👏
19 designs were submitted based on the Secret Garden theme, and Daniela’s ticket was voted the best
design by the SGG.
As the winner, Daniela will receive a free ticket to the Formal.

STUDENT SERVICES NEWS
YEAR 12
Students heading into university study for 2022 should be applying to the university admission centres
across Australia by 30 September 2021. You are still able to apply after this date, but a late fee will be
charged. All students should have at least registered with one or more of the admissions centres in each
state and put down some preferences of courses. These preferences can be changed right up to early
January 2022, and certainly can be changed after students receive their actual ATAR.
It is extremely important that Year 12 students check their package and in particular do not void units. The
loss of points and/or subjects could jeopardise their eligibility for an ATAR or an ACT Senior Secondary
Certificate. Some students have had approval to undertake 4 classes this last quadrimester at the college
as they have completed more than a full-time load at some stage over the past two years. However, care
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needs to be taken not to void any of these units, as the approval has been granted on the understanding of
staff, parents and students that students will complete all 4 classes. If a student is in any doubt whatsoever
as to where they stand as far as their package is concerned, they should consult their adviser as soon as
possible.

YEAR 11
At the end of this year, we are planning to hold 3-way parent/teacher/student interviews as a review of
progress throughout Year 11 (dependent on the lock down situation). Parents will be asked to book a
meeting in college hours from 6-8 December that will involve either the Student’s Adviser or an Executive
Teacher. This meeting will provide the opportunity to check progress, get their first ATAR estimate and
make decisions about areas to focus on for Year 12 to ensure each student makes the most of their time at
the college.
Delisia Wiild
Student Services, Executive Teacher

Student Adviser Contact Details
Depending on Student’s Surname
Phone No./Email

Julie Bauer
Student Surnames A - F

0476 609 763
julie.bauer@ed.act.edu.au

Assunta Corrado-Nitz
Student Surnames G - L

0420 326 390
assunta.corrado-nitz@ed.act.edu.au

Birgit Matwijiw
Student Surnames M - Sm

0420 301 844
birgit.matwijiw@ed.act.edu.au

Delisia Wiild
Student Surnames Sn - Z

0416 837 450
delisia.wiild@ed.act.edu.au

Glenda Nimmo
Careers/Transition/WEX

6142-3218
glenda.nimmo@ed.act.edu.au

Mary Weddell
Student Support

0482 453 301
mary.weddell@ed.act.edu.au

Rosanne Biernaux
School Psychologist

0414 622 203
rosanne.biernaux@ed.act.edu.au

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE NEWS
YEAR 12 IB
Congratulations to all Year 12 IB students who have submitted their IB assessment tasks. Students are
now able to focus on their exam preparation and should attend all tutorials up until study vacation which
begins on Monday, 18 October.
IB Examinations begin on October 26th and finish on November 10th. The November 2021 examination
timetable is on the IB classroom page.
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YEAR 11 IB
Extended Essays
All students should have contacted their EE supervisors, so they are able to work on their Extended essays
during the October break.
Christine Ward
International Baccalaureate & CAS Coordinator

FRENCH BACCALAURÉAT NEWS
REMOTE LEARNING DURING THIS TERM
As you know, since the 15th of August, due to ACT lockdown, we
have been continuing learning from home.
Thanks to teachers and students for responding so well and for
continuing to make progress in the curriculum.
A diversity of learning experiences had been proposed to students:
videos, breakout rooms for group work and collaborative learning.
Year 11s have been really involved and flexible with changes. Keep
up the good work everyone!

UNIVERSITIES OPEN DAYS: THIS IS HAPPENING NOW

Even during lockdown, many universities organised open days remotely. Year 11 students had been
researching and some have attended online events, talks with students or professors and teachers from
different universities.
Thanks to them for sharing what they learned during the AP session on Monday morning.
Here is a link to access the padlet with their research:
https://padlet.com/aurelie_lenevez/ts9hejvsw8omonyo

ON THE CALENDAR
•
•
•

Conseil de classe for Year 11 students is scheduled for Week 3 - Term 4 at Narrabundah College.
Week 4, the 28th of October, parent-teacher interviews will be held on-line.
At the moment, the work experience for our year 11 students is cancelled.

Aurélie Le Nevez
French Baccalauréat Coordinator
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LANGUAGES NEWS
ITALIAN PROGRAM FEATURES IN IL GLOBO/LA FIAMMA
Narrabundah College and its Italian program were recently featured in Il Globo/La Fiamma, an Italian
language newspaper with distribution across Australia.
As suggested by the title, “Narrabundah, a polyglot college in Canberra”, the article focusses on the
languages program, with an emphasis on Italian, offered by our College. Journalist Sara Bavato, the article’s
author, also highlights the importance that the IB has for Narrabundah College.
After giving a brief overview of the IB program, Sara provides some information about the Italian classes.
She mentions the courses and some of the units that are taught. She then writes about the activities that
were regularly organised (before COVID19 hit us) for the students of Italian. Some of the activities
mentioned are: the two-yearly trip to Italy, the excursion to the Italian Film Festival, the hosting of guest
speakers from ANU and the Italian Embassy, the visits from Telopea Park School and Alfred Deakin High
Italian students and the end of year lunch at a local restaurant with the Italian students. A paragraph is
devoted to UN Day and there is also mention of the French Baccalaureate.
Throughout the article Sara underlines how Narrabundah College provides its students with a multicultural,
open-minded and global view of the world.

ITALIAN STUDENT FEATURES IN IL GLOBO/LA FIAMMA
As part of the article in Italian about Narrabundah College, published by Il Globo/La Fiamma, Sara Bavato
interviewed Ellen V., one of our IB students. Ellen was asked why she has chosen to study Italian and the
IB, what she likes about the IB program, her favourite Italian topics studied at Narrabundah, her post college
projects and finally what advice she would give students who are considering undertaking the IB program.
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Her response to this last question is summed up in this sentence “If a student wants to face a big challenge,
the IB is perfect”. Ellen’s answers reflect her appreciation for the IB program, Italian and the teachers at
Narrabundah College. Well done to Ellen for her maturity, insightful answers and the beautiful Italian used
throughout the interview.

Assunta Corrado-Nitz
Italian Teacher
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LIBRARY NEWS
Greetings to all students, parents, and carers. We hope you are coping well with the challenges of online
learning. Library staff are on site continuing to support teachers and students with resources and ensuring
all is ready for when we can return to work.
Should students need assistance with finding resources for assessment tasks including how to research or
how to reference using our online reference generator – CiteMaker- please check out the information on the
Library Google page as a first step. If you haven’t yet joined, the code is 4siaes4. On this page you will
also find some useful resources for specific subjects, links to Clickview and other libraries, and some
recreational reading lists which might provide a needed break from academic pursuits.
Should you require further assistance you are welcome to email teacher librarian Jenny Howard
(jenny.howard@ed.act.edu.au)
Our Library Assistants Kira and Anna have been busy putting together our Book Week display. Book Week
has been bringing books and students together since 1945. The theme this year, Old Worlds, New
Worlds, other Worlds, has been cleverly highlighted in the display – thanks to Anna’s creative talents.
Some of the novels for older readers may appeal to our students and the Picture books and Information
books are purchased for our Children’s Literature unit.
Hoping that Term 4 will see a return to school for all students. Best wishes to all.
Jenny Howard
Teacher Librarian

P&C NEWS
Dear Parents and Carers
These continue to be uncertain times. We hope your families are well despite all the pressures of lockdown,
working and studying at home. The P&C is here to listen and help if you need it.
In the last few days, I received many calls and emails from parents sharing thoughts on how our kids can
safely return to College and continue with their learning. All of you have expressed concerns about your
child’s wellbeing and are keen to ensure that kids will be safe and feeling well while staying on track with
their studies. Some are thinking forward to university entrance, but ATARs was not the primary concern.
Many parents have expressed the vital importance for wellbeing that kids can complete end of year rituals
like the formal, music and art concerts.
Some parents are feeling concerned about your kids going
back on campus, while others are comfortable and want your
teenagers back in the classrooms as soon as possible. Many
parents are moving to have their kids vaccinated for the health
of their families and the community. Well done to those who
have received appointments in the coming months – Year 12s
are to be congratulated for taking up the offer.
Thanks for sharing your thoughts and views which I took to a
meeting with Education Minister Berry and Education Director
General Katy Haire together with other College P&Cs. One
point I underscored was that due to the combined two year program in ACT colleges, it would be difficult to
separate years 11 and 12 if a decision was made for a phased return to classroom learning.
Minister Berry told us there was no decision yet for a return to on-site learning beyond that announced about
the pathway for Year 12s. She clearly said the Delta variant was different to what we experienced last year.
The decision would be made by the Chief Health Officer in the coming weeks based on the latest medical
advice. The Education Directorate said they are learning from all Australian jurisdictions and the overseas
environment. Communication would be clear and allow parents time to plan.
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Thank you to Kerrie Grundy and Jenny Budd for
hosting the two on-line sessions with parents on 9
September. It was a great attendance and much
useful information was shared.
On another bright note, the coloured tulips are
popping up, so please do some exercise around the
College campus grounds and check out the
emerging flowers! Kerrie we appreciate you putting
a photo of the flowers on the College website!
We have invested some of
the Parent Engagement
grant money to buy two new steel furniture settings for the Quad (see picture).
These will be affixed and ensure the kids can enjoy the outdoor Quad area near the
canteen during the warmer months.
Our next P&C meeting will be held virtually at 6pm on Wednesday, 15 September.
It’s on Microsoft Teams and here is the link:
https://teams.live.com/meet/95944816369866
Jenny Grant-Curnow
President, Narrabundah College P&C
Email: narrabundahpc@gmail.com
0481 990 243
P&C Website: https://narrabundahpandc.org/

FIRST AID NOTICE
Please Note:
We DO NOT supply
ANY medication
to students.

JAC Canberra offers:

Specialist Mathematics/M.M.
Chemistry/Physics/Essay Writing
Korean Language
Qualified & Experienced Teachers!
Venue: Woden, Belconnen, Hackett

0404 036 223
Email: canberrajac@homemail.com.au
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Drug and Alcohol Research and Training Australia (DARTA)
Paul Dillon will be conducting a webinar for parents and carers titled ‘Young people, alcohol and
other drugs 2021: What do parents need to know?’ on Thursday, 16 September at 7.00-8.30pm
(AEST). It will examine current drug trends amongst school-based young people, including vaping and
the online sale of drugs via social media apps. The session aims to empower parents with a positive
message and assist them in having open and honest family discussions in this complex area.
Further details and registration can be found at the following link: https://events.humanitix.com/youngpeople-alcohol-and-other-drugs-2021-what-do-parents-need-toknow?_ga=2.254673803.260490359.1627864130-467732293.1627864130
And This Free Webinar
Vaping has become a real problem for teens today and a pressing issue for teachers and parents. Where
can you find reliable information about how to help teenagers who may be vaping – even in your school?
Professor Renee Bittoun, an internationally-regarded expert on nicotine addiction and smoking
cessation, will explain how you can know if children are vaping and what to do when they are, at a free
webinar for teachers and parents on: Thursday, September 9 at 3:45pm and 7pm.
Places are limited so participants can ask questions and make the most of the presentation. Please
encourage your colleagues and secondary school families to register.

I look forward to seeing you at one of the webinars.
Regards
Dr Darren Morton
Associate Professor, Lifestyle Medicine & Health Research Centre
Webinar Host
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Important Dates
EVENT

DATE

TIME

P&C on-line meeting

15 September

School Holidays

18 Sep - 3 Oct

Public Holiday - Labour Day

4 October

Start of Term 4

5 October

AST - Day 1 - Session 1 and 2

12 October

AST- Day 2 - Session 3

13 October

Formal Tickets go on sale

22 October

IB Exams Start

26 Oct - 10 Nov

Music Performance Assessment

27-28 October

Year 11 IB Enviro Exams

29 Oct - 1 Nov

Board Meeting

10 November

4.30pm

P&C Meeting

10 November

6.00pm

Year 12 Formal at the Arboretum

6 December

6.00pm - 10.00pm
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