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PRINCIPAL’S NOTE
OUR NEW REALITY
The goalposts have shifted once again and as of last Friday schools have gone into lockdown for at least
3 weeks.
This time it is different in that there are more cases and some school communities are having to go into
lockdown because of close contact with the COVID -19 Virus.
To date we know that some of our students are contacts but no-one actually has the virus which we hope
remains the case.
What we do know is that we can’t start Testing Week this Friday. This week our students have undergone
revision for their assessments and all have had to hand in assessments due.
On Monday we start online learning and curriculum for Session 3. This is certainly different from what was
planned but we are postponing our Testing Week until students are able to return to the college.
This decision was based on providing some certainty and direction to our students at this time.
Students will be supported to manage this new reality and all students will still remember the online world
from last year, be it here or at their former school.
Our expectation is that students engage online and undertake the work set on Google Classroom and take
part in a weekly meet with their teachers. They will already have access to their new timetable to make this
happen.
AST is supposed to be in 2 weeks’ time but that too will not occur on the original dates listed. As soon as
the BSSS knows when it can be held you will hear about it.
Student wellbeing is so important at this challenging time. Please contact your child’s Adviser should you
have any concerns about their wellbeing. Our Advisers and teachers will also support our students through
check-ins and regular online connections.
I would like to share with you this quote from the Australian Government Department of Education, Skills
and Employment:
“Every child deserves a quality education and we want teachers to have the support they need to lift
outcomes for our students and help them feel ready for whatever the future holds.”
Our students live in a world that’s changing at lightning speed and the nature of schooling can/ has changed
at a moment’ s notice as evidenced by the events of last week.
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WHERE ARE WE NOW?
•

Our students have recently undertaken AST preparation.

•
•

They have selected their classes for the final session for this year.
They are completing their assessments and will start Session 3 next week and Testing Week will be
delayed.

We continue to deliver a positive learning experience to engage students and strengthen their skills in
resilience, adaptability and empowerment, skills that will equip them for success now and post college.
I would like to acknowledge parents’ and carers’ support for their children and for the college throughout
these challenging times.

STUDENT SUCCESSES
Congratulations to:
•

The 16 French Bac students for their excellent final results including 3 students attaining an ATAR
over 99: Alejandra A C, Eileen D and Sophie HMN and to the 9 students over 90 and the 12 over 80.

•

Alexander P who achieved equal first in the Combined Territories Geography Competition.

•

The talented music students who performed at the recent Winter Concert.

•

Dante C who was selected to perform at the launch of the Limelight Art Show.

•

The Student Governance Group’s very successful and fun Ice Cream Event last week in the Quad
raising money for student wellbeing at NC.

•

Interact Club’s successful milkshake sale and raffle.

•

Alyssa H, Kevin J, Jaden O-D, Vanshika S and Alix N who performed well at the Year 11 Ethics
Olympiad International Finals and received an honourable mention from the judges.

•

Our Alumna Triska W who was awarded the Australian Society of Medical Imaging and Radiation
Therapy Prize (ASMIRT) for the outstanding graduating undergraduate student.

Kerrie Grundy
Principal

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE NEWS
YEAR 12 IB
External / Internal Assessment Requirements
All Literature A, TOK and EE essays have been submitted – well done! Internal assessment tasks will also
be finalised by all candidates over the next few weeks. Students MUST submit their work through
TURNITIN to check they have correctly referenced their work. If students are having difficulties, please see
me. I cannot delay sending work to the IB examiners so all students must have their work ready by the due
dates. CAS hours and journals should be completed by October 22nd.

Trial Exams
IB trial exams will be held in the library on 30 August and 2 September. An IB trial timetable and all details
will be posted on the IB classroom page in the next few weeks. These trials are invaluable practice for the
final IB exams in November.

November 2021
The November exam timetable is up on the IB classroom page.
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YEAR 11 IB
Extended essays – Students will receive notice of their supervisors on 19 August. Students need to be
proactive and organise times to discuss their essays with their supervisors.

CAS
All students should be reflecting on their activities and writing up their CAS journals in Managebac on a
regular basis.
Christine Ward
International Baccalaureate & CAS Coordinator

AST PROGRAM 2021 - YEAR 12 - DATES TBC
The ACT Scaling Test (AST) consists of a series of tests sat over 2 days for all Year 12 students wishing to
gain an Australian Tertiary Admissions ranking (ATAR). For 2021 the tests will include a multiple-choice
paper, a short-answer paper and a writing task of around 600 words. All students in Year 12 who want an
ATAR have indicated whether they intend to sit for the ACT Scaling Test (the AST) by signing an
application form. These forms were distributed in N groups. Furthermore, all students should familiarise
themselves with the conditions of the tests, as set down in the Student Information Bulletin. Copies of this
are available from the English staffroom or online in the BSSS website.
Year 12s have completed training and trials throughout the year. However, in the lead up to the actual
tests, students should be going over their training materials, including ‘how to’ videos, to remind themselves
of the tips and techniques that they have been taught in order to maximise their scores. Moreover, students
should complete and mark some of the sample papers so that they are in the correct mindset on the day.
Links to these sample papers, and the answers, have been posted on the google classroom page (Join
code: ccnh7ee).
One of the reasons Narrabundah has done well in the past on the AST is that our students are not only very
capable but are also very well prepared for the testing. These tests have a huge bearing on student
ATARs.
If you have any queries about the AST please contact Natalie O’Toole in Languages or Glen Stretton in BBlock.
Glen Stretton
AST Preparation Co-ordinator

STUDENT SERVICES NEWS
UNIVERSITY AND CIT ADMISSIONS FOR YEAR 12 FOR 2022
University admissions in all states are now open for Year 12 applications for study in 2022. As all states
have separate application centres, students will need to apply to the University Admissions Centre (UAC)
for all NSW and ACT universities and then a separate application through each state they want to be
considered for.
UAC (Universities Admission Centre) - ACT and NSW universities
VTAC (Victorian Tertiary Admission Centre) - Victorian universities
QTAC (Queensland Tertiary Admission Centre) - Queensland universities
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SATAC (South Australian Tertiary Admission Centre) - South Australian universities
TISC (Tertiary Institutions Service Centre) - Western Australian universities

Or directly to:

UTAS (University of Tasmania) - Tasmania
CDU (Charles Darwin University) - Northern Territory

Each state/territory is separate, so you can apply to more than one organisation to receive multiple
offers and a chance to defer all if desired.
Students can access information regarding University applications in the Careers 2021 google classroom
(code: mxklpcq). All the information is available on the web, both at the admission centre sites and also at
each individual university site.
Year 12 students are reminded that UAC applications need to be lodged by 30 September 2021 or a late
fee will be charged. Preferences can be added/deleted/changed after this date, most notably when
students receive their ATAR.
Most institutions that participate in the Universities Admissions Centre (UAC) have an Educational Access
Scheme (EAS) for applicants who have experienced long term educational disadvantage. There is also a
School Recommendation Scheme. This scheme allows the college to recommend students for tertiary
study who have demonstrated they are capable of succeeding at the tertiary level, but for a variety of
reasons may not quite meet the cut off. Not all universities and not all courses.
Please note the closing date for SRS is 19 September.
CIT (TAFE in other states) offers a range of courses that have direct employment opportunities and many
of their courses also provide a pathway to University for students that did not choose to get an ATAR during
College. There are many benefits of this method of University entry. More information can be obtained
from Advisers and the Transition and Career officer.
For Session 3, many Year 12s will have the option of concentrating on just 4 lines, provided they have
sufficient points and enough majors and minors. If this is the case, parents are asked to sign off on a note
completed by the relevant Student Adviser. If there are any questions regarding this, please contact the
Student Advisers. This is a key time for Year12 students to review their packages and ensure they are
meeting all the requirements of both the ACT Senior Secondary Certificate and, if relevant, an ATAR.
Overall, this is a very busy time for students, especially Year 12. AST training has finished, and we hope all
students feel well prepared and will do their best in the upcoming tests. If students are ill on either of the
AST days, they must contact the college early on the day so they can be given the correct
procedures to ensure they don’t jeopardise their ATAR (a medical certificate must be obtained).

ABSENCES
Students are reminded to closely monitor unexplained absences. The BSSS has strict requirements for
class attendance. Absences that remain unexplained may result in a void in that subject. In this long
session, any more than six unexplained absences will result in an automatic V grade. Please ensure
absence notes include an acceptable reason and check dates are correct. Recently some notes have
not been able to be processed due to a lack of information.
Parents are strongly encouraged to report student absences by replying to the SMS notification.
The SMS will be sent in the afternoon of the student’s absence to the primary contact. Please
ensure the mobile number 0476 857 262 is not blocked so you receive these messages and respond
within 15 hours to enable the automatic updating of records.
If absences are foreseeable, prior notice should be given to the school. An application will need to be made
to the principal for any foreseen extended periods of unavoidable absence. Please ensure all personal
details and contacts are up to date. Clear and timely communication is a vital aspect of our work in Student
Services.
Delisia Wiild
Student Services, Executive Teacher
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Student Adviser Contact Details
Depending on Student’s Surname
Phone No./Email

Julie Bauer
Student Surnames A - F

6142-3219
julie.bauer@ed.act.edu.au

Assunta Corrado-Nitz
Student Surnames G - L

6142-3215
assunta.corrado-nitz@ed.act.edu.au

Birgit Matwijiw
Student Surnames M - Sm

6142-3216
birgit.matwijiw@ed.act.edu.au

Delisia Wiild
Student Surnames Sn - Z

6142-3220
delisia.wiild@ed.act.edu.au

Glenda Nimmo
Careers/Transition/WEX

6142-3218
glenda.nimmo@ed.act.edu.au

Mary Weddell
Student Support

6142-3200
mary.weddell@ed.act.edu.au

Rosanne Biernaux
School Psychologist

6142-3200
rosanne.biernaux@ed.act.edu.au

STUDENT ABSENCE PROCEDURES
If a student is absent from College, an SMS absence notification will be sent to the
student’s primary parent/carer’s mobile contact number. The SMS will be sent in the
afternoon of the student’s absence. If you do not receive an SMS when your child is
absent, please inform the Front Office. Parents/Carers have 15 hours to respond to
the SMS message. After this time, or if you do not receive an SMS, a written
response, signed by the student’s parent/carer, is required. The Student Absence
Form can be found under “Resources & Forms” on the college website.
Alternatively, an email can be sent to info@narrabundahc.act.edu.au. Ensure you
include the student’s full name, year, ID number and date/week of absence/s.
Notifications made over the phone cannot be accepted.
We strongly encourage parents to reply to absences using the SMS notification
within the 15-hour time frame.
If a student is absent for any assessment item or exam, or absent for four
days or longer, a doctor’s medical certificate is required.
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FRENCH BACCALAURÉAT NEWS
Welcome Back!
After the Baccalauréat exams last June and fantastic results for our Year 12 students, the new Terminales
(Year 11) and their teachers are ready to embark for the 2022 Baccalauréat adventure. Welcome back
everyone!

A Very Special Moment: The French Baccalauréat Ceremony at the French Embassy
Students, parents and teachers had the opportunity to gather and celebrate the achievement and the
excellent results of Year 12 French bac students last July.
The ceremony held at the French Embassy with the
Ambassador, Jean-Pierre Thébault, celebrates the hard
work and success of our students.
It was a very special moment for our community. Thanks
to all who attended, and who made it happen.
We wish our former students “bon vent’ /all the best in
their lives and studies, in Australia and for some in
France.

French Baccalauréat Results 2021
100%
31.25 %
31.25%
12.5%
25%

Success for 3 students with an ATAR of 99.1.
High Distinction
Distinction
Credit
Pass
During DNL classes, Year 11 students did some research about different
topics of the theme “Heal Country”, from Aboriginal sites and their
protection of the Aboriginal astronomy.
Then, each group made an oral presentation about their findings.

On the Calendar
•

The Year 11 Parents’ Info night was held on the 29th of July 2021. Presentation of the new French
Baccalauréat and its assessment (a copy of the presentation had been sent to the parents) and
presentation of the pedagogical team, curriculum and expectations for 2022.
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•

From the 9th of August, Year 11 French Bac students have the opportunity to participate in a
conversational language class, one hour a week. Thanks to all the language teachers who agree and
welcome our students in their classes once a week.

•

During this term in AP, we are focussing on 3 topics: research about post bac studies/ finding a
work experience / developing oral skills.

•

From 29th of November to 3rd of December: Year 11 work experience.

Aurélie Le Nevez
French Baccalauréat Coordinator

LIBRARY NEWS
Children's Book Week is August 21 to 27. This is when we celebrate the best in Australian child and
adolescent literature and literary illustration with authors and illustrators being acknowledged and rewarded
for their contribution and creative talent. Narrabundah College currently has 30 shortlisted titles on display
and for all of us to enjoy. We congratulate the shortlisted authors and illustrators. Please go to
www.cbca.org.au for further information.
We ask that all students make the most of their online Backpack entitlements. All students enrolled at
Narrabundah College have access to and the right to download and install five full Microsoft Office licences.
That means you can install Microsoft Word, Microsoft Power Point, Microsoft Excel and more on any five
internet capable devices for free. All Microsoft products installed from Backpack are identical to the
Microsoft products installed on the Narrabundah College computer network. This eliminates compatibility
problems when running and opening files between home and school. Stay safe and take care during this
time.
Malcolm Baker
Teacher Librarian

INTERACT NEWS
At the end of term 2 Danielle from year 11 was elected as Interact's
new President. Danielle has already demonstrated enthusiasm and
leadership for our club. Danielle took a lead role during last term's
Pride Month fundraiser. We thank all members of Interact and the
College community for supporting us during our Milkshake Sale and
our Raffle. We raised $172.50 during the milkshake sale, $81.50 for
our pride raffle and $112.20 for our pyjama day. Thank you to all
members of the College community who contributed in making these
days fun days in the College's calendar

Max M.B., Mia M., Sara P.

Malcolm Baker
Interact Co-ordinator
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LANGUAGES NEWS
INDONESIAN
In Session 2, our class studied Society and Community. We were able to learn about the social situation in
Indonesia along with the similarities and differences between people living in different communities. The
students learned about the lives of people living in different social classes and how they interact with people
in their community. Our class discussed Indonesian customs and traditions and compared culture in
Indonesia and Australia. We also discussed how we could use our knowledge of tradition and culture to
spread awareness about social injustices.
To further understand Indonesian
culture, the Continuing and Advanced
students made Jajanan Pasar
(Traditional market snacks). The
students worked together to translate
the recipe from Indonesian to English
for two different snacks. The year 11
students made Dadar gulung
(Coconut pancake) while the year 12
students made Bakwan sayur
(Vegetable fritters). We had also made traditional plates made out of banana leaves to serve our snacks
on. This activity was slightly challenging as we had to follow a recipe in a different language but working
together made it easy. This activity fits into our topic of Society and Community as working together to
make these traditional snacks allowed us to form a sense of community.
Lakshmi W.
Year 11

With the support of the Indonesian Students Association in Canberra,
we are quite fortunate to acquire an Indonesian native speaker
volunteer for our students in Indonesian class. Starting in week 9,
Clarrisa Gea will be assisting our students weekly in the speaking
activities in class. Clarrisa is from Batam, Riau Islands, studying
Politics and International Relations at the University of Canberra. As
Indonesian language is evolving with time, we are hoping our students
can apply their language knowledge when practising their speaking
skills with Clarissa, are able to improve their communication skills and
are more exposed to the authentic Indonesian language and broader
Indonesian culture.

Arika Bassett
Indonesian Teacher
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HISTPHILENGPOL HAPPENINGS
HISTORY NEWS
On Wednesday of Week 13, Ancient History students
attended an excursion to the Classics Museum at the
Australian National University. We were very lucky to
have expert guides from the museum talk about the
collection of amazing artefacts from the ancient world.
This session, students have been studying the Roman
Republic. During the excursion, students encountered a
range of objects from Roman times, as well as a model
of ancient Rome which
gave us all a sense of
what it would have been
like to live in the city at
that time. Students
especially loved seeing the
medieval illuminated manuscript of
Cicero’s speeches, as well as a little
pottery ‘sippy cup’ used for toddlers:
often, things haven’t changed over
time as much as we might have
thought.
Tara Mairs
Ancient History Teacher

GEOGRAPHY NEWS
Congratulations to the 25 students who participated in the Australian Geography Competition in March. In
particular, congratulations are awarded to Alexander P., who achieved equal first in combined territories.
In classroom Geography news, students have completed a unit on urban geography in session 2. They
engaged with a fieldtrip to Kingston Foreshore to understand processes of urban renewal and heard from
guest speakers involved in urban planning the Canberra region and development practitioners from DFAT.
Speakers discussed their current projects, the geographical nature of their work, and careers available in
these fields.
Elizabeth Humphries
Teacher

LEGAL STUDIES
International Law
Last term, we were lucky to be joined by Leisa Gibson, a former officer for the United Nations Children’s
Emergency Fund (UNICEF), to speak about her experiences of working with international law. UNICEF
works to protect the rights of children across the world, especially in developing regions. Over the course of
her career, Leisa has travelled to over 50 different countries to help disadvantaged children with her work
as Regional Gender Advisor for East and Southern Africa being a highlight. Leisa spoke passionately about
her time in Malawi, where she worked to keep girls in school and to improve access to healthcare. She also
told us of her work - with a team - to address child marriage in East and Southern Africa by working with a
number of key counties. It was fascinating to see how diplomacy, the law and politics can interact to
produce positive outcomes. Leisa generously shared her experiences, how she started to work for UNICEF
and some of the career options available to people similarly interested in working for the UN. It was an
extraordinarily helpful and insightful look into just some of the pathways for students of the law.
Katarina S.
Year 12
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Criminal Law
Earlier this term, the criminal law classes were fortunate enough to have Andrew Fraser come in to speak
with us. Mr Fraser, who is a managing associate with Armstrong Legal, shared many of his experiences
over the course of his career in criminal law and journalism, including the professional relationships he
cultivated with clients, prosecutors and magistrates, the curious behaviour of some of the characters he’s
witnessed and some ideas on how to improve specific flaws within the legal system. The class discussed
multiple legal scenarios put forward by Mr Fraser, to try and establish the ideal balance of punishment,
penance and rehabilitation. We'd like to thank Mr Fraser for offering his time to share his vast amount of
knowledge and experiences in the ACT Criminal Justice System.
Jake K.
Year 11

SPORTS NEWS
There were only a couple sports since the last report to round out the first half of Session 2 and sports, with
Narrabundah having great days out at the 3v3 Basketball and Girls Football events.

Girls’ Football (25/05/21)
Narrabundah entered the girls football event, which was held at the Harrison Playing Fields. It was a great
day out for all involved, with the girls all representing the college with tenacity and determination. Thank you
to the girls for putting in a great effort!

Girls’ Football (2021). Pictured (left to right, back to front): Sienna H., Erica K., Emma G., Lara M.,
Amaia G., Amy W., Gertrude F., Charlotte J., Matthew D. (Teacher).,
Mielle H., Sofia C., Liliya R., Rosella R.

3 on 3 Basketball (02/06/21)
Basketball ACT held one of their first 3 on 3 basketball events for the colleges, out at the Belconnen
Basketball Stadium. Narrabundah entered 4 boys’ teams and 1 girls’ team, making for a great day of
basketball action. Several of the teams came away with some solid wins, with the teams demonstrating
improvement after every game. Thank you for everyone that participated in a great event.
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3 on 3 Basketball (2021). Pictured (left to right, back to front): Matthew D. (Teacher), Harry B., Joshua H.,
Josefino Javier S., Luca Mn., Nicholas P., Andrew R., Conor M., David S., Rui H., Archie P., Ine-Woo C., Angelina M.,
Kemily S., Jakob B., Zeniff M., Mihir G., Pantho A., Mukeshmukar V.

Thank you as always to all who support and participate in our growing sports program, I look forward to
finishing the year strong through Sessions 2 and 3.
Matthew Diep
Sports Coordinator

P&C NEWS
Dear Parents and Carers
The P&C hopes that you and your families are adjusting to the
lockdown study and work conditions. We know families are placed
under additional stress during lockdowns so please be in touch with the
P&C via email if you need any support.
The 400 tulips the P&C and Green Team planted as part of Floriade
have started popping up around campus. If you are doing your 1 hour
of exercise in the area, look out for tulips in the Village.
Our P&C successfully bid for a $1,000 Floriade grant to hold the Bundah
Bulbs community event on 17 September. A version of the event will of course only proceed if Covid
allows. Thank you Floriade, we hope that Narrabundah College can be part of the community events.

Visit by Education Minister Berry
ACT Education Minister Yvette Berry was due to visit the College’s Engagement Hub on 19 August to see
the work the P&C has been doing to renovate the canteen space. The visit has been postponed until the
Covid-19 situation permits and we will keep you advised.
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New leather lounges, tables and chairs have been purchased and a blackboard menu has been painted on
the wall. Thank you Angelique for all your hard work in redesigning the space. The Hub is a welcoming
place for students, teachers and families and can be used for P&C events, concerts and gatherings.
Look out for the results of our Canteen Customer Survey next newsletter.

Parents Social Evening
Thanks to all the parents who came to support the Narrabundah College parents’ social night at Gryphons
on 21 July. It was a great way to get to know other parents.

Stress Hack: Petting Zoo
The P&C is happy to be partnering with the school and the Student Governance Group to fund the petting
zoo for the next round of in-person exams. The zoo helps kids relax at exam time and will contribute to
wellbeing.

Next Meeting
Our next P&C meeting will be held virtually at 6pm on Wednesday, 15 September. We will let you know
the link once it is available.
Take care
Jenny Grant-Curnow
President, Narrabundah College P&C
Email: narrabundahpc@gmail.com
Mobile: 0481 990 243
P&C Website: https://narrabundahpandc.org/

JAC Canberra offers:

Specialist Mathematics/M.M.
Chemistry/Physics/Essay Writing
Korean Language
Qualified & Experienced Teachers!
Venue: Woden, Belconnen, Hackett

0404 036 223
Email: canberrajac@homemail.com.au
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ACT Instrumental Music Program
Secondary Student Extension Ensembles - 2022
The ACT Instrumental Music Program is seeking students who will be in Year 7 to Year 12 in ACT
public schools in 2022 to audition for secondary extension ensembles.
Percussion Ensemble: Years 7-12 students in ACT public schools in 2022
Junior Concert Band: Years 7 & 8 students in ACT public schools in 2022
Senior Concert Band: Years 9-12 students in ACT public schools in 2022
Senior Concert Choir: Years 7-12 students in ACT public schools in 2022
Auditions will be held at the ACT Instrumental Music Program Rehearsal Room adjacent to UC High
School Kaleen, Baldwin Drive, Kaleen.
Band auditions will be in Term 4, 25 October – 5 November.
Choir auditions will be held in Term 4, with audition times to be allocated in early Term 4.
All audition requirements and pieces will be available on the IMP website by the end of Term 3.
The ensembles are an excellent opportunity for hard-working, skilled and committed young
musicians to work together in an enriching environment. The groups are active performance
ensembles and the families of students auditioning will need to be prepared to make a strong
commitment to rehearsal and performance attendance for the year.
Further details and information about how to apply for an audition are available from the
Instrumental Music Program website at www.imp.act.edu.au The application form can be
accessed at this website or by clicking on the links below.
Complete your online application at
https://forms.gle/8G52AqH56nvqVaAM9
or scan the QR code for a direct link.
Applications are now open and close Monday 11 October.
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Important Dates
EVENT

DATE

Test Week

Deferred

Return library books and Session 2 textbooks

TBA

Session 3 Commences

23 August

Australian Informatics Olympiad Competition

26 August

Road Ready -

Cancelled

IB Trial Exams - Year 12

Cancelled

Work Experience and Vocational Placement - Year 11 and 12

Cancelled

AST - Session 1 & 2

Deferred

AST - Session 3

Deferred

Session 2 Reports Issued

TBC

Appeals close for Session 2 unit scores

TBC

Last Day for class changes

TBC

First Aid Course

16 September - TBC

School Holidays - Includes Labour Day Public Holiday

20 Sept - 4 Oct

Students Resume

5 October - TBC

Alumni Concert

Cancelled

TIME
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