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PRINCIPAL’S NOTE
WHY IS THE CULTURE OF NARRABUNDAH COLLEGE UNIQUE?
On Thursday morning week 3 we hosted students from our local high schools and other schools around
the ACT to our Information Morning. A significant number of our students volunteered to be guides for
this event and they shared their positive experiences as members of this community with our prospective
students. The music student performances in the quad were a success as was the sausage sizzle.
The students who visited the college commented on the welcoming vibe created by students and staff,
the different curriculum areas they visited, how they loved the diversity of offerings and the choices they
will be able to make to suit their learning journey in years 11 and 12.
We welcomed hundreds of visitors to the college for our Information Night. Prospective students and
their parents embraced the college experience and were able to meet with teachers and students in all
faculty areas to ask specific questions about our college.
At all these events we showcased the educational, emotional and social opportunities that this college
offers our students.
As the Principal of a school delivering the International Baccalaureate, I have the opportunity to attend
professional learning run by the IBO. At the recent IB online conference the focus was very much on
Future Skills: the New Paradigm with a future focussing on hybrid learning, everyone leveraging
technology and students curating their learning experience. This openness to learning requires a
commitment to learn, integrity, and resilience: it is okay to fail in order to learn how to handle future
experiences.
The IB is woven into our curriculum which enables all our students to be well prepared for the university
experience with well-developed problem-solving skills, an openness to learning and the ability to curate
and maximise their learning journey.
A year ago, we were focussed on managing our students’ learning online and off site due to COVID 19.
Students and teachers did pick up fabulous skills through COVID which have since been incorporated
into our learning environment in many ways. Our students can and will definitely draw on their new skill
set essential for their ongoing learning journey.
ENROLMENTS FOR 2022
Interest for places at the college for 2022 is already strong. College principals undertake the selection
process for the next year’s student enrolment using the ACT Education Directorate enrolment
policy and criteria. Information on this process is on the Education Directorate’s website
(www.education.act.gov.au) and I encourage any prospective students and their families to understand
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the process fully. Students living in the priority enrolment area are guaranteed a place at Narrabundah
College as are concurrent siblings. Usually up to 55% of our enrolments are out of area and prospective
students need to demonstrate well supported reasons in their applications citing for example curriculum
reasons and well-being reasons. If any parents or students looking to come to the college in 2022 need
further information about the process, please contact the college. Enrolments close on 5.00pm, Friday,
4 June.
NEXT INFORMATION EVENIING FOR PARENTS AND CARERS
To support parents with their understanding of the ACT senior secondary system, the college holds a
series of information sessions throughout the year. The first of these, “What do your scores and grades
mean?”, was held on 20 April and was very well attended again this year. We hope the meeting helped
families better understand the information provided on reports and also on the BSSS printouts students
regularly receive. We are holding another parent information session explaining in detail the formation
of a student’s Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR), 15 June at 6.00pm. Your attendance and
questions at these sessions are most welcome.
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS AND STAFF FOR THEIR
SUCCESSES:
•

Jaden O-D, Vanshika S, Kevin J, and Molly B-S (Narrabundah Grey) and Alyssa H, Hilary G, Alix N
and Simone G (Narrabundah Yellow) participated in the 2021 Ethics Olympiad against mostly nongovernment schools. The Olympiad’s Gold Medal was won by the Narrabundah Grey Team.

•

To all students who were involved in Information Day and/or Night – they really made such a positive
contribution to ensure the success of these events.

•

Sarah Huxtable 2019 alumni was recognised for outstanding academic performance in 2020 at
Melbourne University.

My best wishes to those Year 12 French Baccalauréat students who will be sitting their final exams in
June. Bonne chance!
Congratulations to Marian Budos, our music teacher whose original composition has now been performed
at the Palau de la Música in Barcelona to international critical acclaim.

Photos by Antonia Jiménez

Opening Night of a concert for guitar, created by our own music teacher, Marian Budos,
performed at the Palau de la Música, Barcelona.

Congratulations to Hardy Lohse, our photography teacher, whose excellent work is currently being
displayed at the Habitat Exhibition at CMAG in Civic. Our students, Harvey and I were visited this really
interesting exhibition this week and the museum’s director was very impressed by our students’ mature
engagement with all work on display.
Kerrie Grundy
Principal
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STUDENT ABSENCE PROCEDURES
SMS absence notifications will be sent to the student’s primary contact each afternoon. Parents/Carers
have 15 hours to respond to the SMS message. After this time, or if you do not receive an SMS, a
written response is required. The Student Absence Form can be found under “Resources & Forms” on
the college website. Alternatively, an email can be sent to info@narrabundahc.act.edu.au. Ensure you
include the student’s full name, year, ID number and date/week of absence/s. Notifications made over
the phone cannot be accepted.
We strongly encourage parents to reply to absences using the SMS notification within the 15-hour time
frame. We encourage this to become a more environmentally friendly school.
If a student is absent for any assessment item or exam, or absent for four days or longer, a
doctor’s medical certificate is required.

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE NEWS
YEAR 12 IB
May IB Exams
Congratulations to the Year 12 students who have concluded their May IB subjects. Literature IB orals have
also been completed to a very high standard – Well done!

YEAR 11 IB
All Year 11 students have been added to Managebac for their CAS activities. All information about accessing
Managebac is on the IB GAFE page. All students should start sending in proposals via Managebac for
approval.
Christine Ward
International Baccalaureate & CAS Coordinator
Email: christine.ward@ed.act.edu.au
Ph : 6142-3212

DIRECT ONLINE PAYMENT
There is a ‘Payment’ option on the school
website (www.narrabundahc.act.edu.au)
Go to: the Payment tab on the home page.

2021 Student/Parent Calendar and
Student Information Handbook
Calendar and Handbook can be
found on our website.

Click on QuickWeb

http://www.narrabundahc.act.edu.au/resour
ces_and_forms/other_resources_and_forms

Please identify your payment by
including the student’s name.

Click on 2021 Student Info Handbook
Click on 2021 Student Calendar
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SERAPHINA NICHOLLS’ JOURNEY FROM CANBERRA TO MELBOURNE
Seraphina Nicholls followed in her parents’ footsteps to join Trinity
College in Melbourne and says the experience has already opened up
many friendships and opportunities, even during lockdown.
‘My mum just speaks of college so fondly,’ says Narrabundah College alumna
Seraphina Nicholls as she explains how she came to live at Trinity College at
the University of Melbourne. Seraphina’s parents met at Trinity as students, and
her mum had often shared tales of how formative the experience of living on
campus was.
Seraphina had gotten another taste of college life through her mum’s work at
Burgmann College in Canberra and knew that college was something she really wanted to experience.
While Seraphina loves Canberra and credits Narrabundah for setting her up for university so well, she wanted
a new adventure, so decided to move to Melbourne after finishing high school. She liked the range of degrees
offered by the University of Melbourne, and also wanted to experience the sense of community that comes
with on-campus living.
‘I think it's better to be living around people; likeminded people who are doing the same things as you because
you get a better understanding of how you orientate yourself amongst the opinions of others,’ says Seraphina.
Seraphina admits her introduction to college life was a little strange however, as she arrived at Trinity in 2020
in the midst of one of Melbourne’s lockdowns.
‘I didn't know anyone, some people had left, and we weren't doing the whole events thing,’ she says. ‘But that
being said, I'm really grateful for that experience because everyone just became so close. And whilst it was a
difficult time, especially coming from interstate where the [COVID-19] situation was different, it was really nice
to develop this comradery with one another as you all had this shared experience. I think it was testament to
the community, because people would go out of their way to be friends with you and make you feel included
in the community.’
Now that Seraphina has an established network of friends, she’s enjoying getting into the swing of on-campus
life. ‘I'm already involved in the ball committee, which I'm really excited about. We’re in the middle of organising
[the college ball] and I think it's going to be a lot of fun.’ On top of that, she has applied to join a number of
other committees and is trying out for different sports and the musical. ‘It’s just all there for you.’
Seraphina is taking an arts degree at the University of Melbourne and is planning to major in art history and
media and communications, while also taking a diploma in French. She thinks Melbourne is the perfect place
to pursue this kind of study, given the vibrant arts and cultural scene, and notes that it’s good to see the things
she’s learning about in real life.
‘For example, when I'm doing art history, it's like, "Oh cool, I can just go down to the national gallery and then
see the paintings that I'm talking about." I love the city and there’s always so much going on.’
To anyone considering moving to Melbourne from interstate, Seraphina’s advice is to step out of your comfort
zone. ‘Don't be oppositional to try new things and just really extend yourself and see what life would be like,
say in another state or in another way of living,’ she says. ‘I'd just encourage people to apply and then to
involve yourself in a bigger city with a lot going on, because there are so many opportunities out there.’
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FRENCH BACCALAURÉAT NEWS
Thanks to everyone who attended the Parent/Teacher interviews and Year 11 New Baccalauréat presentation
on 29 April.
The presentation used during this evening had been sent by email to all Year 11 parents. If you need a copy
or more information, don’t hesitate to contact me.
CONGRATULATIONS TO NIAMH H. IN TERMINALES (YEAR 12) AND REMI F. EN PREMIERES
(YEAR 11) IN ENTERING “THE GIRLS IN LEADERSHIP NETWORK”

The Girls’ Leadership Network (TGLN) is a non-profit initiative that aims to
empower young women (Year 11, 12 and first-year university students) “to
dream, believe and achieve and reach their potential”. They do this through
a range of interactive activities and speakers. The speakers come from a
variety of different backgrounds, and they speak about their pathways to
success, whilst still talking about their failures or misses.
We have had 2 of the 6 sessions. Leading up to the sessions, I’m always very excited and when leaving these
sessions, I have felt empowered. Being around like-minded girls, all going through similar things, makes me
feel understood. Hearing the speakers’ stories and knowing that they went through struggles and had misses
and failures, reassures me.
Overall, I highly recommend that when applications open again next year, that anyone feeling like they need
a boost in confidence and to be empowered doesn’t hesitate to apply.
Niamh H.
YEAR 11 SCIENCE: NUMERICAL AND EXPERIMENTAL PROJECT
At the beginning of the college year, Year 11 French Baccalauréat students were challenged by their two
science teachers to undertake an experimental science project.
This experimental science project consists of students exploring a relevant and intriguing scientific question
through the use of sensors.
Although there is some guidance in terms of possible subject selection, students in groups of 3-4 are left to
their own devices to determine the nature of their project, logistics, execution of experiments and overall
success of their research.
The final aim of this project, named "Projet Numérique et Expérimental" in French, is for students in their
groups to present their project and their findings to a panel of teachers through the medium of an oral
presentation.
Currently, students are in the process of planning and executing scientific experiments with the aid of sensors
in areas such as physics, sport sciences, and astrophysics.
Groups are aiming to complete this project before the end of June this year.
Marc-Andre B.
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NARRABUNDAH COLLEGE OPEN NIGHT, 6 MAY

Thanks to everyone who attended Narrabundah College Information Night and special thanks to the
French Baccalauréat students in Year 11 and 12 who participated in the event: Myriam W, Remi F,
Louis L, Marion H. Niamh H.
They were so helpful, energetic and answered many questions about New French Baccalauréat and
about daily life at the college.
Special thanks to Atticus F-L in Year 11 for making delicious crepes. They were very liked by visitors.

WHAT’S ON?
•

AP (Personal support) sessions for term 2

Year 12s focussed on working together as a group to design our Narrabundah College French Baccalauréat
2021 Hoodie and continue their preparation for the final oral exam “Grand Oral” in June.
Year 11s debated about uses of social Media linked to their achievement in college.
Term 2 - Week 4:
Term 2 - Week 4:
Term 2 - Week 5:
Term 2 - Week 6:

French literature paper mock exam - Year 11, on Monday, 10 May from 9am to 1pm.
Philosophy mock bac exam - Year 12, on Friday,14 May from 9am to 1pm.
French literary oral mock exam - Year 11, on Monday, 17 May and Tuesday, 18 May.
Grand oral mock exam and DNL oral mock exam- Year 12. Date and time to be confirmed.

Aurelie Le Nevez
French Baccalauréat Coordinator

P & C NEWS
Dear Parents and Carers
The year seems to be flying by and we are already into the second session. I hope your
families are enjoying the beautiful autumn colours around our city.
Please remember our P&C is here to help your families support the kids get through
the College years. We have a fantastic team of committed parents in 2021 who are well
placed to respond to your needs, questions and concerns. Please feel free to contact us
on: narrabundahpc@gmail.com or on the mobile number below.
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Grant Funding
I’m very pleased to let you know that our P&C successfully bid for $10,978 as part of the Parent Engagement
grants from the ACT Education Directorate. This includes over $9,000 for furniture in the canteen area which
is being developed into the Engagement Hub. We want the Hub to be a space that is welcoming for students
and a place that we can use for P&C events, concerts and gatherings.
The grant funds will also cover pull up banners, a yellow pop-up gazebo for outdoor and summer events, a
Survey Monkey subscription. We were unsuccessful at requesting money for a new industrial microwave and
coffee making machine for the canteen.
In addition to the $5,000 we received earlier this year for canteen and menu redesign and the cookbook project,
we have now received $15,978 in funding to support our activities. Well done team.
Bundah Bliss Cookbook
One of the activities funded under our grant is the Bundah Bliss cookbook which aims to provide a community
collection of family recipes to help your teenage kids as they transition to adulthood.
Send us your recipes, and we will publish them in 2021 for your children to
take with them whether they are going off to university or starting work.
Please contribute your family’s favourite recipe and a photo that reflects the
cultural diversity of our community. In the flyer attached you will find all
necessary information. We are looking forward to recipes!
Please send your recipes before the end of May to parents Frida and
Michael who are managing this special P&C project at
ffreschi90@gmail.com Once the cookbook is ready, we will host an event
to launch it in the Engagement Hub.

Information Evening
The P&C met with potential new families and students at the Information Evening at the College on 6 May.
Thanks to our wonderful Vice-President Bec Jarman for your time.
It was great to meet with so many families and excited Year 10 students from high schools both in and out of
area. We even met families from Goulburn and the South Coast who are planning to move to Canberra if their
kids get into our sought-after Narrabundah College.
Congratulations to those Narrabundah College students who were patient and helpful guides on the evening
and to the talented students all around, including the jazz band, theatre and art students and French Bac
students flying the tricoleur!
The P&C also sold College branded keep cups at the information evening and they are still on sale for $15.
Please be in touch with us if you would like to buy one.
Website
A plug for our P&C website at https://narrabundahpandc.org/ with all our latest news and events. You can
also go to the website to register with the P&C and have the chance to get involved with our community.
Board
The P&C congratulates the newly elected parent members of the Narrabundah College school Board, Charles
Pittar and Ric Curnow. We look forward to working closely with them.
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Next Meeting
Our P&C meeting was held on Wednesday, 12 May in the Narrabundah College staffroom. Attending our
meetings is a great way to get across the issues that impact on your child’s education and to hear directly from
the school leadership.
David McCarthy and Dylan Blom were our special guest speakers at this meeting
from the ACT Education Directorate. They provided an update of where we are
at with the College rebuild. If you recall, the government announced during the
last election a commitment to spend $33 million on rebuilding and modernising
the school. Two years of our P&C advocacy contributed to this important decision
and we want to maintain our engagement with the project to ensure it suits the
education needs of students into the future.

All the best
Jenny Grant-Curnow
President, P&C
Email: narrabundahpc@gmail.com
PH: 0481 990 243
P&C Website: https://narrabundahpandc.org/

LIBRARY NEWS
The library's session 2 program is well under way. During the first week of term two textbooks and English
novels were loaned out to students. We thank students and staff for their patience during this time. Books
loaned out for session two are due back on August 26, the final day of the end of session exams. When a
student changes or withdraws from a subject the books for that subject fall due on the day that the change
takes place. Students who are leaving Narrabundah College must return all books prior to departure.
Some students still have books that are overdue from session one and some students still have books that are
overdue from last year and we a sk that these books be returned over the next few days.
During 2021 Narrabundah College library is celebrating and recognising stories told through the lens of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander writers and illustrators. The library has developed a collection of short
story picture books written and illustrated by talented, leading and emerging Indigenous authors and
illustrators. Shirley Purdie's book Shirley Purdie: My Story, Ngaginybe Jarragbe and Kirli Saunders' book Bindi
(illustrated by Dub Leffler) have both been shortlisted for the 2021 Children's Book Council awards
(https://www.cbca.org.au/shortlist-2021).
All Indigenous books are carefully selected and sourced from preferred publishers such as Magabala Books.
Magabala Books are Australia's leading publishers of books written and illustrated by Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islanders. Magabala books are located in Broome, Western Australia (www.magabala.com). During
2020 Magabala Books was nominated for and winner of the prestigious Small Publisher of the Year Award at
the Australian Book Industry Awards (ABIA) with a further three books shortlisted for other important literary
awards. This year four of Magabala's titles have been nominated for ABIA awards
(https://abiawards.com.au/abia-2021-shortlist/).
A large selection of Magabala's books and other Indigenous titles are currently on display in the library and we
invite students and staff to share the experience of these creative and talented authors and illustrators.
Malcolm Baker
Teacher Librarian
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Library Opening Hours
The opening times are:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

8.30am
8.30am
8.30am
8.30am
8.30am

–
–
–
–
–

5.30pm (Study Hub)
4.00pm
5.30pm (Study Hub)
4.00pm
4.00pm

This may help some students who are collected from the college after hours. The Library will also open
at 8.00am during exam periods.
Each day borrowing and returning will be available from 8.30am-4.00pm.
Monday and Wednesday afternoons the Library has extended opening times (4.00pm-5.30pm) for Study
Hub.
Free qualified tutorial help in most subject areas.

Study Hub
3.00pm - 5.30pm Monday & Wednesday
Staffed by a teacher and qualified peer mentors (alumni students) that support students in many
curriculum areas including English (includes the drafting process / preparation and presentation of orals),
History, TOK, all Sciences and all levels of Mathematics. There is also some H course (ANU) support
and specialised IB support - FREE to Narrabundah students.

Student Adviser Contact Details
Depending on Student Surname
Phone No./Email

Julie Bauer
Student Surnames A - F

6142-3219
julie.bauer@ed.act.edu.au

Assunta Corrado-Nitz
Student Surnames G - L

6142-3215
assunta.corrado-nitz@ed.act.edu.au

Birgit Matwijiw
Student Surnames M - Sm

6142-3216
birgit.matwijiw@ed.act.edu.au

Delisia Wiild
Student Surnames Sn - Z

6142-3220
delisia.wiild@ed.act.edu.au

Glenda Nimmo
Careers/Transition/WEX

6142-3218
glenda.nimmo@ed.act.edu.au

Mary Weddell
Student Support

6142-3200

Rosanne Biernaux
School Psychologist

6142-3200
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HISTPHILENGPOL HAPPENINGS
LEGAL STUDIES
Last session, we were fortunate enough to have Lauren from Legal Aid come to our Legal Studies class to
make an introduction to criminal law. Using the infamous Azaria Chamberlain case, Laura helped us
understand the vagaries of the Australian criminal justice system. She took the class on a journey through the
case, how such faults arise and what considerations must be taken. It astounded many in the class just how
inaccurate and unfair the criminal investigation process was in the 1980s. It left us pondering how the system
could serve victims with such injustice and the different social standards that came into play. A popular talking
point in class was whether a husband should face as severe punishment as a mother, and how society’s views
on maternity may affect this. Overall, the experience certainly gave us much to consider about the reliability of
our system in delivering justice – for suspects and victims. This is clearly a critical aspect to consider when
studying criminal law.
Simone G.
Year 11 Legal Studies
Laura provides free legal advice to college students and their families at Narrabundah College every second
Friday in the school library.
THE ETHICS OLYMPIAD — An ACT-wide competition entered by Year 11 Narrabundah
students.
On Tuesday, several Year 11 students participated in the 2021 Ethics Olympiad held over zoom in two teams:
Narrabundah Grey (Jaden O-D., Kevin J., Vanshika S., and Molly B-S), and Narrabundah Yellow (Alyssa H.,
Hilary G., Alix N., and Simone G.). We were given eight case studies surrounding relevant socio-political and
pop culture issues to debate and discuss from ethical, philosophical, and critical lenses. There was a rich
variety in the cases; from evaluating fans' responsibility when engaging in media created under exploitative
conditions, to deconstructing Netflix shows' (Elite and Tiger King) portrayal of minorities using queer, feminist,
and postmodernist analysis.
Scenarios and media which we had previously considered mundane evolved into complex debate topics as
students were encouraged to use Kantian and Utilitarian perspectives to reflect upon aspects of daily life.
Each heat was carried out over a structured Zoom meeting featuring timed responses from both teams,
beginning with a 3-minute introduction, some back-and-forth discussion between teams, and then a final seven
minutes of gruelling questioning from the judges.
This was the first Ethics Olympiad for my team, Narrabundah Grey, and none of us studies Philosophy because
of the IB. After hearing philosophical jargon used by our competitors, such as the "categorical imperative of
universality", we conferred as a group after quick research to share a quick rundown of Kantian philosophy.
Despite these challenges, Narrabundah Grey won the Olympiad's gold medal; scoring enough points to beat
every other school in the ACT! The news was a relieving surprise after six arduous hours of critical thinking
on Tuesday, and this means that we qualify for the Australasian Championship, where we will compete against
Australia’s and New Zealand's top secondary students.
For any students interested in debating, mock trial, philosophy, or public speaking in general, I would highly
recommend the challenge.
Jaden O-D.
Year 11
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JAC Canberra offers:

Specialist Mathematics/M.M.
Chemistry/Physics/Essay Writing
Korean Language
Qualified & Experienced Teachers!
Venue: Woden, Belconnen, Hackett

0404 036 223
Email: canberrajac@homemail.com.au

FIRST AID NOTICE
Please Note:
We DO NOT supply
ANY medication
to students.
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Important Dates
EVENT

DATE

TIME

Music Performance Assessment

26 & 27 May

Public Holiday - Reconciliation Day

31 May

Online applications CLOSE at 5.00pm for Year 11, 2022
prospective students.

4 June

Year 11 English Mid-Session Exam (Gym)

9 June

Excursion Free

10-16 June

Mid Unit Tests (Gym)

10 June

1.30pm-4.00pm

Mid Unit Tests (Gym)

11 June

9.00am-4.00pm

Public Holiday - Queen’s Birthday

14 June

Mid Unit Tests (Gym)

15 June

9.00am-12.00pm

Info Evening for parents “What’s the ATAR?” (Music Auditorium
E Block)

15 June

6.00pm

AST Trials (Gym)

18 June

First Aid Course

22 June
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